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FORSISn^  news  QJ  l/ECSTABLES 

Total  Vegetable -and  Vegetable  Preparations  Imported  into  the  United  States 
.  The  Exports  of  Fresh  Vegetables  from  Cuba 

■    Summary:     Imports  of  vegetables  of  all  sorts  into  the 'United 
States  totaled  219,342  short  tons  in  the  fiscal  year  1934-35,  July  to 
June.     This  is  somev7hat  less  than  the  quantity  imported  in  1933-34.  Of 
the  1934-35  total,  50,414  short  tons  77ere  green  vegetables,  71,716  root 
vegetables,  32,125  dried  vegetables  and  65,087  short  tons  Trere  carjied 
vegetables.    Imports  of  green  vegetables  77ere  valued  at  |3, 045, 004,  root 
vegetables  at  |;1,485,266,  dried  vegetables  at  §2,159,785  and  canned  ^  , 

vegetables  at  $6,229,437,  making  a  total  value  for  1934-35  of  $12 ,919,4^^2, 
or^^about  the  same  total  value  as  1933-34.    With  the  exception  of  im^ports 
of  root  vegetables,  particularly  potatoes  which  showed  a  heavy  decline, 
imports  were  generally  larger  tiian  in  1933-34.    The  tables  at  the  end  of 
this  report  show  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  vegetable  products  im- ■ 
ported  into  the' United  States  from  1931-32  to  1934-35,  July  to  June. 

Green  vegetables:     Imports  of  green  vegetables  in  1934-35,  July 
to  J^ane,  were  substantially  larger  than  in  the  preceding  two  seasons  but 
fell  considerably  below  the  quantity  imported  in  1931-32.    About  50,414 
short  tons  wore  imported  in  1954-35  compared^with  33,834  tons  in  1933-34, 
42,516  tons  in  1932-33  and  81,754  tons  in  19ol-32.     The  value  was 
13,045,004  compared  with  -$2,105,849  in  19  33-34,  52,880,157  in  1932-33 
and  $5,925,39  6  in  1931-32. 

Imports  of  groen  vegetables  are  largely  made  during  the  period 
October  to  April  and  come  chiefly  from  Cuba  and  Mexico.    Practically  all 
of  the  increase  recorded  in  the  groen  vcgo tables  was  accounted  for  by 
the  larger  fresh  tom^ato  imports.    Larger  imports  of  this  vegetable  were  _ 
made  possible  by  the  shortage  resulting  from  frosts  in  Florida  which  re- 
duced the  early  crop.    The  principal  green  vegetable  imports  are  tomatoes, 
green  peas,  green  beans,  green  peppers,  eggplant,  cucumbers,  and  okra. 

Root  vogetcblos:    Root  vegetable  isK^oi^s  ia  1^34-35  amo-ontod  to 
71,716  short  tons  compared  with  114,764  in  1933-34,  64,934  in  1932-33 
and  118,333  tons  in  1931-32.     Iho  items  in  this  group  are  turnips  and 
initabagas,  white  potatoes,  onions  and  garlic.     There  is  considerable 
fluctuation  in  the  imports  of  root  vegetables  from  year  to  year  largely 
due  to  the  variation  in  the  size  of  the  potato  imports.    Imports  of  root 
vegetables  were  valued  at  $1,435,266  in  1934-35,  $2,898,650  in  1933-34, 
rfs-,  HOT  cRo        Tc^p-s?  and  ,*;2,016,702  in  1931-32. 
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Of  tho  total  of  71,716  short  tons  importod  in  1934-35,  45,863 
v^ero  turnips  and  rutabagas,  15,964  v/ore  v/hito  potatoes,  7,196  v/ore  onions 
and  2,693  tons  v/ero  garlic.    Practically  all  of  tho  turnips  and  rutabagas 
aro  recGivGd  from  Canada,    Potatoes  also  come  largely  from  Canada, 
esDociully  soed  potatoes.     Small  quantities  of  new  potatoes  are  received 
fromi  Cuba  and  Bermuda  during  tho  winter  months  each  year.     Onions  are 
received  principally  from  Italy,  Spain,  Chile  and  Egypt.    Spain,  Chile, 
Mexico,  Italy  and  Hungary  supply  most  of  the  garlic  imiported. 

Dried  vegetables;     Considerable  quantities  of  dried  vegetables 
are  received  each  year.     Imports  amounted  to  33,125  short  tons  in  1934-35 
compared  with  22,937  in  1933-34,  22,870  in  1932-33  and  23,576  tons  in 
1931-32,     The  chief  products  in  this  group  are  beans,  chick  peas,  lentils 
and  peas.     Im.ports_  were  valued  at  $2,150,785  in  1934-35,  $1,767,169  in 
1933-34,  $1,487,472  in  1932-33  and  $1,758,728  in  1931-32. 

Of  the  32,125  short  tons  of  dried  vegetables  im.ported  in  1934-35, 
17,407  were  beans,  6,060  were  chick  peas,  4,418  were  lentils,  3,739  were 
whole  peas  J  and  501  tons  were  other  dried  vegetables.     Dried  beans  come 
principally  fromi  Mexico,  Chile,  Hong  Kong,  Japan  and  Argentina;  dried 
peas  from.  Hungary,  Canada,  Mexico,  the  Netherlands,  Chile,  Japan ,  Kwantung 
and  New  Zealand;   lentils  from  Chile  and  Italy;  and  chick  peas  from  A/[oxico 
and  Italy. 

Canned  vegetables;     Canned  and  prepared  vegetables  form  the  most 
important  group.     Imports  in  this  catagory  amounted  to  65,087  short  tons 
in  1934-35,  60,197  in  1953-34,  57,959  in  1932-35  and  68,517  tons  in 
1931-32.     Imports  wore  valued  at  $6,229,437  in  1934-35,  $5,628,213  in 
1953-34,  $4,895,240  in  1932-33,  and  $5,966,481  in  1931-32.     The  m.ost 
important  items  in  the  group  are  canned  tomiatoes  and  tomato  paste,  most 
of  which  come  from  Italy.     Sauceos  are  second  in  Importance  and  are  re- 
ceived largely  from  Japan,  Hong  Kong,  China,  the  United  Kingdom  and 
France.     Other  important  item.s  are  pickles,  pim.ientos  and  m.ushrooms. 
Pickles  are  mainly  received  from  the  Netherlands,  Poland,  Japan,  G-emiany 
and  Czechoslovakia;  pimientos  come  miainly  from  Spain;  and  mushroom^s  from 
France.     Of  the  65,037  short  tons  of  canned  and  prepared  vegetables  im- 
ported in  1934-35,  38,143  were  tomatoes,  6,116  tomato  paste,  6,055 
sauces,  1,291  pickles,  793  pimientos,  388' mushrooms ,  and  12,301  tons  of 
other  canned  and  prepared  vegetables.     The  quantity  and  value  of  the 
vegetables  and  vegetable  products  imported  into  the  United  States  are 
given  in  detail  in  tho  following  tables. 
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YE'SETAELES:     Q,uantity  of  United  States  i~ports  by  fiscal  years, 

1931-32  to  1934-35,  J"uly  to  j'Oiie 


;       19  31-32 

193S-33 

1933-34 

1934-55 

pQ-jnds 

Po^jinds 

1 T*!  H  o  < 
IT  ULLLL Li  o  1 

Pounds 

Green  Top  Vegetables 

- 

.  122  ,  (ilo 

234 

59,023, 

227^ 

46,254,314. 

77 , 159  , 

898 

:       18,7  61 

469 

:  10,933, 

358' 

.  4,905,335 

4 , 205 , 

180 

:  :      7 , 504 

582 

6,006, 

933 

4,495,577; 

4 ,441 , 

^  o  o 

028 

2 

866 

0 

3 , 153 

6 , 

137 

23 

432 

12, 

966 

10,070 

15 , 

015 

Other  Green  vegetables  . . 

. 1/  15,000 

000 

'1/  9,000, 

000 

1/  12,000,000 

1/  15,000, 

000 

Total  green. vegetables 

,V163,507 

583 

1/  85,031, 

934 

1/  6", 663, 949 

1/100,827, 

253 

37 ,379 

301 

4,148, 

205 

A-  ^"^P  OPO 

^  J  kJ  kJ  uj  y  \y  iZj\J 

14,392, 

169 

G-arli  c 

7,211 

,622 

6,227, 

346 

6  528  550 

5,385, 

432 

39,576 

385 

:  26,407, 

905 

1  P6  149  966 

31,928, 

581 

XU.i-l.i.-1-jJO     Ci±il_L      J-Lt  UC*  Wd. t-.*-*  O       •  •  • 

101,998 

357 

95,084, 

443 

91,725 

476 

T'n'hf^'!    oi"iT*Prl    TT   c  f=>  "f"   "h  1  pq 

.  236,666 

,665 

.  129,363, 

399 

ppc    Rpi?  0^7 

143,435 

658 

"DtI  pd  V^=^P"p"hp^hl  p^ 

1 3 , 239 

,584 

:        9  ,  o9  5 , 

129 

:  3,754,618 

34,314, 

250 

ChicV  Psas   

15,356 

,859 

;  14,442, 

302 

9.712.458 

:  12,120, 

941 

l^iTn  cjVi  T*n  nm  q 

434 

185 

:            329 , 

448 

:  523, 

259 

86 

,000 

0 

405 

r!r^"i?7"npp  c:    f  r\*i"l^oT»^ 

0 

:             49 , 

700 

0 

T  p*n  "h  tIq    oviH  "iT'T^T'ndC! 

8,276 

,164 

:  10,579, 

268 

:  8,335, 

97E 

8,519 

467 

:  8,065, 

675 

:  7,477, 

344 

"PPP  q         QTi"l  1  "f" 

1,210 

424 

:  2,377, 

652 

477 

992 

Tn"hp,l    r] Ti  prl   tz^x^p p^; 

47 , 152 

683 

45,740, 

174 

4-^  ^00 

64,250, 

673 

nanned  "\/'pP'pt,a*b1  p<=; 

pimiexito  ..t«..>.  

?   7  07 

o 

2,211,759 

Mushpooffis   

2,333, 

356 

1,703, 

533 

:  918,791 

776, 

948 

Pea  s 

l,07Oj 

o61 

r                                   Q  ^  O 

02o 

;  252,543 

1  ,  UOD , 

Ool 

To'f^ato  paste  

12,154, 

231 

11,405, 

003 

11,'363,218 

12,232, 

747 

Tomatoes  

91,571 

530' 

72,225, 

673 

75,9  62,615 

76,286, 

060 

2/ 

3/  1,994, 

432 

:  2,829,294 

2,582, 

908 

11,527. 

474 

11,094, 

045 

:  11,440,573 

12,110, 

483 

Misc.  edible  vegetable 

739 

951 

1,292, 

774 

1,190,034 

1,305, 

175 

Other  canned  vegetables  . 

410 

189, 

256, 

457 

214,520 

■  237, 

441 

Other  prepared  vegetables 

1/  14,000, 

000 

_!/  15,000, 

000 

1/  14,000,000 

1/  22,000, 

000 

Total  canned  and 

prepared  vegetables 

127, 033  J 

332 

125,913, 

474 

120,383,155 

130,173, 

389 

GRAND  TOTAL   

564,360 

563 

376,569, 

Q31 

,  455,453,561 

458,683, 

978 

Compiled  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  froin  the  official  records  of  the 

Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

_!/    Value  only  -  quantity  estimated. 

_S/    Included  with  other  prepared  vegetables. 

_3/    January  to  June  only.     See  note  l/. 
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VEGETABLES:     Value  of  United  States  imports  oy  fiscal  years, 

1931-32  to  1934-35,  July  to  June 


VEGETABLES  ! 
 — _  -•- 

1931-32 

1932-3 

3 

1933-3^  ; 

1934-35 

• 

Dollars 

Dollars 

>■       Dollars.  : 

Dollars 

Green  rop  ve^etabies 

3,665,394 

1'  ^87 

58O. 

1 , 086,498: 

1 , 680, 210 

.  973.^75 

61Q 

4sQ 

247 , 104, 

207,757 

253,691 

X  0  ±  , 

4i  n 

^  X  w 

noli     /~\  0  ^  p 

12h-,02m- 

128,946 

^  1_    "   1               "n  _    a 

il'-!- 

192 

329 

m  .  r«  r>  I                                                                     ■  , 

36,492 

PI 

RPI 

:  25,195 

36,496 

other  green  vegetables  . : 

996,230 

xo  I 

620,836 

791,266 

Total  green  vegetables: 

_  1^_25_,12_6 

157 

;  2,105,849 

■  3 ,o45,oo4 

Root  Vegetables  : 

647,351+ 

Uq 

962 

:  58,113 

:  325,419 

■  255,97s 

J.  [_)o  , 

298 

:  190,120 

:  241,999 

681,965 

■^Pi8 

608 

:  l,S57,975 

:  369,^^73 

Turnips  and  rutabagas  . . : 

U31 ,Uo5 

UpU 

391 

:  792,442 

!  5-+S,375 

Total  cured  vegetables: 

2,016, 702 

>       'i  noi 
•         ±  ,  Ucii 

259 

:  2,898,650 

t  1,485,266 

Dried  Vegeta,bles  : 

323 .399 

218 

737 

:  233.^84 

!  767,525 

-X   ^  T         7^       k 

480 

400t  317,239 

'  394,033 

217.^53 

1^6 

613 

:  232,591 

:  287.163 

Cowpeas  (blackeye)   : 

1 , 500 

n 

:  82 

:  12 

u 

;  1 

168 

:  0 

\  u 

2 /3 .056 

J 

110 

:  396,055 

:  344,876 

266 , 267 

',  2^Q 

580 

:  455,360 

'  331.956 

22,^83 

65 

464 

:  132,358 

:  13,620 

Total  dried  vegetables: 

1, 758, 72b 

1  487 

U72 

:  1,767.169 

:  2,159,785 

Canned  Vegetables  : 

192, 569 

InS 

275 

:  212,534 

:  107,156 

Deo , 4  f p 

S96 

:  283,063 

235,162 

"D  _  g 

61, 75O 

22 

003 

:  22,8l6 

;  88,643 

f5 12,50 

766 

695 

:  b35.607 

9dD,id3 

2,93'^.5bo 

2,451 

104 

2,921,262 

c:,6o4,by6 

1/ 

2/  82, 

733 

165,717 

166,219 

350 

844 

3&t;,47l 

431,345 

Misc.  edible  vegetable  : 

37.520- 

39. 

^77 

^8,390 

57,387 

Other  canned  vegetables  : 

23,166 

8, 

916 

10,599 

12,8^)2 

Other  prepared  vegetables 

687,2^4. 

624, 

291. 

739,75^j 

1,279.352 

Total  canned  vegetables 

5,966,Ubl- 

240 

5,628,213' 

6.220,437 

GBAUD  TOTAL   : 

15,667,307 

10,284, 

128 

12,399,881. 

12,919,492 

Compiled  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  from  the  official  records  of  the 

Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

1/    Included  with  other  prepared  vegetables. 

2/    January  to  June  only,   see  note  l/. 
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Exports  of  Fresh  Yegstables  from  Cuba  Hoavy 

Summary;    Exports  of  fresh,  yegetables  from  Cuba  to  the  United 
States  from  October  1  to  December  31  of  the  1935-36  season  have  amounted' 
to  10,354  short  tons,  according  to  a  comri'un.i cation  from  Harold  S.  Tewell, 
Am.erican  Consul  at  Habana.    This  is  the  heaviest  am-omit  that  has  been 
shipped  in  a  similar  period  during  the  past  four  seasons  and  is  explained 
by  the  profitable  prices  prevailing  in  the  United  States  for  Cuban 
vegetables  states  Ivlr.  Tevjell.  ■  About  three-fourths  of  the  exports  have 
been  made  up  of  tomlatoos  and  miost  of  the  balance  of  lim^a  beans,  cucumbers, 
eggplant,  peppers  and  okra.    A  table  shovjing  the  exports  of  f  resh  vege"tebles 
by  months  from  Cuba  from  1931-32  to  1935-36  is  given  with  this  report. 

General ;    Prices  received  for  early  shipm.ents  of  tomiatoes  in 
December  are  stateii  to  have  been  very  favorable  to  Cuban  exporters.  Care- 
ful gradin.g  ahd'  pabking  in  accordance  v/ith  recently  promulgated  regula- 
tions l/  have  contributed  to  the  higher  average  prices  prevailing  this 
season.     Other  fac|;ors  which  have  helped  to  miake  exports  to  the  United 
States  profitable  ire  the  shortage  of  certain  early  winter  vegetables  in 
the  United  States  Occasioned  by  the  unfavorable  weather  in  Florida,  the 
reduced  American  tariff  rates  Zj  during  certain  months,  and  the  good 
Cuban  crop's.'    A' heavy  vol-ume  of  tom-atoe  shipm.ents  tov/ard  the  close  of  tho 
months,  however,  is  stated  to  have  depressed  prices,  according  to  infor- 
mation secured  from,  the  trade  by  Mr.  Tewoll.    Prices  received  for  other 
vegetables  through  December  have  also  been  attractive,  according  to  the 
report.     Increased  shipments  of  every  item,  but  okra  were  recorded  during 
December.  ...  •  ■  • 

According  to  revised  ostimiatcs  of  exporters,  the  early  (red) 
Cuban  potato  crop  now  being  harvested  will  equal  and  may  exceed  the  crop 
of  last  year  which  amiounted  to  962,000  bushels.    Whether  exports  of  early 
potatoes  to  the  United  States  will  re^ch  the  volumie  attained  in  the  early 
months  of  1935  will  depend  largely  upon  prices  in;  the  American  markets,, 
according  to  information  secured  by  the  Consul  from  Cuban  exporters. 
Potato  prices  in  Cuba  are  still  too  high  to  permit  of  any  appreciable 
export  of  potatoes  to  the  United  States. 
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FOREIGN  MS  ON  YEG-ETABLES 


The  Winter  Vegetable  S ituat ion  in  the  vYest  Coast  of  Mexico  and  Cuba 


Summary:    Exports  of     later  vegetables  from  Cuba  to  the  United 
States  during  the  three  raonth  period,  November  1  to  January  31,  have 
been  considerably  larrer-t'  o.n  the -shipments  in  the,  same  period  of  the 
1934-35  season  whereas  ■e;:ports  from  the  V^est  Coast  of  Mexico  have  fall- 
en slightly  below  those  of  last  season  to  the  sat.ie  date,  according  to 
reports  received  in  tho  Eoreif.n  Agricultural  Service  of  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  from  American  Consuls  in  those  countries.    The  total 
movement  from  Cuba  for  the  period  under  survey -has  boen  around  22,480 
short  tons  against  -17,450  short  tons  in  tho  same  period  of  the  1934-35 
season.    Shipments  of  fresh  vogotablcs  fror.  the  Wost  'Coast  of  Mexico 
thj^ough  tho  port  of  NO.:;ales  from  November  1  to  January  31  itave  totaled 
about  5,382  short  tons  compared  with  5,867  short  tons  to  the  same  date 
in  1934-35.    Tom.atoes  aire  tho  principal  vegetable  exported  from  both 
countries.    Other  importaiit  vegetable  exports  from  Cuba  are  lima  beans, 
eggplant,  green  peppors,  cucumbers  -and  okra.     In  addition  to  tomatoes, 
the  chief  exports  frcrri  the  Y/est  Coast  of  Mexico  are  green  peas  and 
green  peppers.  ■ 

Hot  winds  blew  over  the  Cuban  tomato  fields  during  a  long  period 
in  January  and  adversely  affected  the  ciuality  of  tho  early  tomatoes  re- 
maining for  export  from  Cuba.    Probably  as  much  as  60  percent  of  the 
early  crop  remaining  on  the  vinos  was  injured  and  some  damage  was  done 
to  tho  late  crop.    Weather  conditions  in  the  vegetable  sections  of  the 
West  Coast  of  Meivico  during  January  have  boon  quite  satisfactory  for  the 
production  of  crops. 


MEXICO 

Exports ;    Total  experts  of  winter  vegetables  from  tho  West  Coast 
of  Mexico  through  the  port  of  Nogales  had  anountcd  to  5,382  short  tons 
from  the  start  of  the  season  November  1  through  J.onuarj^  31,  compared 
with  5,867  short  tons  in  the  sam.e  period  of  the  1934-35  season,  accord- 
ing to  Thomas  M.  Powell,  iiaerican  Vlcu  Consul  at  Nogales,  Sonora,  Mexico. 
Practically  all  of  the  movement  of  West  Coast  veget-ables  is  through 
Nogalos.    Although  total  shipments  hove  fallen  short  of  the  exports  made 
to  the  same  date  last  season,  they  are  considerably  larger  than  the  3,746 
short  tons  exported  in  the  same  period  in  1933-34.    The  decline  in  the 
total  exports  of  vegotables  from  the  Y/ost  Coast  of  Mexico  is  chiefly  due 
to  the  reduction  in  tho  exports  of  green  peas. 


Exports  of  toriatoes  from  the  west  Coast  of  Mexico  amounted  to 
3,455  short  tons  in  the  three  month  period,  Never .ber  1  to  January  31, 
1935-38,  compared  v;ith  5,237  short  tons  in  the  same  period  of  1954-:^5. 
Around  1,110  short  tons  of  peas  had  gone  forv/ard  by  January  31  com- 
pared \7ith  1,991  short  tons  to  the  same  date  last  season.    Exports  of 
green  pe  pers  amiounted  to  688  short  tons  compared  with  317  in  the  same 
period  of  the  1934-35  season.     The  only  other  item  of  importance  was 
117  short  tons  of  green  beans  compared  with  235  short  tons  in  the  same 
period  last  season.    Additional  informiation  is  given  in  the  follov/jng 
tables , 


J\,iEXICO :    Exports  of  green  vegetables  througli  the  port  of  Nogales 
from  Novem.ber  1  to  January  31 


Vegetables 


Tomatoes  . . . 
Green  peas  , 
Green  pepper: 
Green  beans 
Eggplant  . . , 
Lim.a  Beans  . 
Cucuxabers  .  . 
Squash  . . . . , 

Okra   . 

Total  . . 


1934-35 


1935-36 


Pounds 


Compiled  fromi  th.e  Bu 
at  Nogales.     These  figures 
vegetable  exports. 


5,473,979 
3,981,710 
633,011 
469,027 
138,545 
27 ,543 
10,999 


au  of  Entorr 


Cars 


305 
217 
12 
12 
4 


593 


Pounds 


6,910,390 
2,220,013 
1,375,174 
233,558 
18,775 
353 
5,186 
91 
162 


10,764,702 


Cars 


328 
119 
53 
5 


24 


529 


aology  and  Plant  Quarantine  reports 
include  m.ost  of  the  V/est  Coast  of  Mexico 


pJ^opg-.A^-  S onor a ;    Although  seasonal  shipments  of  winter  vege- 
tables to  the  United  States  from  the  Mest  Coast  of  Mexico  have  fallen 
considerably  below  those  of  the  previous  season,  exports  of  these 
Gomiaodities  maintained  a  steady  level  duri:ag  the  last  two  weeks  of  the 
month  of  January,  according  to  Vice  Consul  Powell.    Most  of  the  tomato 
shipments  so  far  have  originated  in  southern  Sonora.    However,  the 
tomato  crop  of  the  State  of  Sinaloa  is  now  ready  for  export  to  the 
United  States  and  shipments  of  this  commodity  are  expected  to  increase 
steadily  from,  the  latter  state  v;hile  those  from  southern  Sonora  v/ill 
decline.    Probably  1,000  cars  of  tomatoes  will  be  available  for  export 
from,  the  State  of  Sinaloa.    The  early  shipmients  of  tomatoes  from  Sinaloa 
are  exx)ooted  to  shov;  excellent  quality  as  the  crovm  crop  produces  the 
largest  tomatoes. 


-  3  - 


Several  pepper  fields  ■^ere  damaged  by  a  windstorm,  which,  swept 
over  a  small  section  of  northern  Sinaloa  in  the  last  two  weeks  of 
January.    Ro  serious  damage  was  done,    3o"aghJ.y  70  cars  of  peppers  were 
available  for  shipment  at  the  end  of  Janaary,  providing  the  weather 
remained  favorable. 

Although  exports  of  green  peas  held  at  a  fairly  steady  voliJine 
during  the  last  two  weeks  of  January,  a  sharp  decline  in  shipments  is 
expected  in  the  near  future  since  the  crops  were  beginning  to  wither 
and  die  by  the  end  of  January.    It  was  generally  reported  that  green 
pea  growers  in  Sonora  suffered  financial  losses  this  season. 

(3rcp 3_  ^in  S inaloa ;    Approximately  11,600  acres  of  winter  vege- 
tables were  planted  in  the  State  of  Sinaloa  this  season  compared  with 
10,300  last  season,  according,  to  Vice  Consul,  R.  0,  Beverstock  at 
Mazatlan,  Sinaloa,  Mexico.    Eeav^''  losses  to  crops  during  October  from 
extreme  heat  are  reported  to  have  been  about  equalized  ty  later  plant- 
ings, which  had  the  net  rcs'Jlt  of  retarding  production  and  exportation 
from  the  affected  regions.    Losses  of  acreage  during  December  were 
about  offset  by  now  plantings.    Little  or  no  damage  from  frosts  Qccur- 
red.     It  is  reported  that  few  "genuine"  string  beans  have  been  planted. 
Under  the  heading  of  string  beans  have  been  included  those  beans  known 
as  "frijol  rosa"  and  "aaufrado".    Shipments  made  to  date  are  reported 
to  have  been  m-ostly  of  the  latter  tv/o  typos.     In  the  miscellaneous 
acreage  are  included  small  plantings  of  eggplant  and  cucumbers  as  well 
as  "genuine"  string  beans. 

Weather  con.ditions  are  reported  to  have  been  fairly  favorable 
recently,  ma  Icing  up  to  some  extent  for  the  abnorrxal  conditions  earlier 
in  the  season.    Although  some  fear  was  earlier  expressed  of  damage 
from  frosts,  no  damage  has  as  yet  been  reported.    The  general  condition 
of  tom.ato  plantings  is.  said  to  be  about  70  percent  of  normal.  Green 
pepper  plantings  sujffered  heavily  during  December  because  of  rains,  but 
considerable  production  is  exported  nevertheless. 

Peak  shipmxents  from  Sinaloa  are  expected  to  occur  during  March 
and  April.    Tomatoes  started  to  move  during  the  last  half  of  January, 
but  the  heavy  m^ovemicnt  is  expected  during,  March.    The  peak  for  green 
peppers  is  expected  during  late  February  aiid  early  March.    The  movement 
of  green  peas  started  late  in  January  and  a:. ounted  to  about  10  cars 
during  the  mionth.    Fut^ore  movcm.ent  of  green  peas  '.vill  depend  upon  mar- 
ket conditions  in  the  United  States  most  of  the  crop  having  been  plant- 
ed for  seed.    The  winter  vegetable  crop  in  Sinaloa  is  expected  to  be  . 
around  1,000  -  1,300  cars  of  tomatoes,  100  -  150  cars  of  green  peppers, 
J)  100  cars  of  green  poas,  and  20  to  30  cars  of  mixed  vegetables  ,  includ- 

ing some  "regular"  string  beans,  eggplant  and  cucumbers.    Total  ship- 
ments from  Sinaloa  will  be  about  the  same  or  slightly  sm-aller  than  last 
season. 


CUBA. 


Exports ;    The  volurio  ot  exports  of  vegetables  from  Cuba  to 
the  United  States  was  heavy  during  January,  according  to  Consul 
Harold  S«  Tcwell  at  Habana.    With  the  exception  of  potatoes  and  lima 
beans,  all  products  \!cto  shipped  in  larger  quant ites  than  in  the  pre- 
vious month.    The  total  movement  of  vegetables  in  January  v/as  12,14-9 
short  tons  compared  v;ith  8,536  short  tons  last  January.    Market  condi- 
tions in  January,  hov/ever,  are  stated  to  have  not  been  as  favorable  as 
in  the  previous  month  or  as  in  January,  1935,    Storms  and  exceedingly 
cold  v/eather  'were  counted  among  the  adverse  factors  affecting  sales  of 
Cuban  vegetables  in  the  United  States,  V'hi3.e  a  protracted  period  of 
hot  winds,  T/hich  hit  the  tomato  groYv"ing  regions  in  Cuba,  tended  to  in- 
jure the  quality  of  toi.atoes  ready  for  harvest.    Probably  two-thirds 
of  the  early  crop  still  on  the  vines  was  injured,  and  to  a  certain  de- 
gree, some  of  the  late  crop  has  suffered. 

Exports  of  vegetables  to  the  United  States  in  November,  December 
and  January  araounted  to  22,430  short  tons  compared  with  17,450  short 
tons  in  the  same  period  in  1934-35.    Exports  of  tomatoes  during  this 
period  have  amomited  to  15,557  short  tons  compared  with  14,374  short 
tons  in  the  same  months  of  1934-35;  exports  of  eggplant  totaled  1,212 
short  tons  against  498  last  season;  green  peppers,  847  short  tons  com- 
pared with  419;  oki'a,  366  short  tons  against  309;  lim.a  beans  2,420  short 
tons  as  contrasted  ^7ith  1,006;  potatoes,  149  short  tons  against  198; 
cucumbers,  834  short  tons  compared  with  526;  and  other  vegetables  96 
short  tons  as  compared  v/ith  120  short  tons  in  the  same  three  months  in 
1934-35. 

The  quantity  of  jtor.]i;;;t_es  available  for  export  from  Cuba  during 
February,  the  last  montl;  in  which  seasonal  preferential  rates  of  duty 
under  the  Cuban -Araer lean  Agreem.ent  are  applicable,  apparently  will  be 
not  less  than  in  February,  1935,  when  4,982  short  tons  were  shipped, 
according  to  Consul  Tewell.    Sales  of  Cuban  eggplant  in  American  markets 
in  January  are  stated  to  have  been  favored  by  a  reduction  in  quantites 
available  from  other  sources,  and  prices  generally  v;ere  reported  as 
somev;hat  higher  than  in  J.anuary,  1935. 

Good,  prices  for  peppers  also  contributed  to  increased  shipments 
during  the  m.onth,    A  slov^  demand  for  lima  beans  in  the  northern  markets 
early  in  January  served  to  diminish  exports  of  that,  vegetable,  but 
prices  during  the  last  half  of  the  month  imiproved  as  supplies  were  regu- 
lated to  market  requirements,  according  to  the  report.    On  the  other 
hand,  a  large  increase  in  cucu^aber  shipments  from  Cuba  to  the  United  States 
served  to  depress  markets  in  that  country  during  the  latter  part  of  January. 
Exports  from  Cuba  so  far  this  season  are  given  in  the  table  on  page  5, 
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CUBA:    Exports  of  green  vegetables  frcxi  NoTember  1  to  January  SL 


Vegetables  .  1934-35  .  1935-36 


:  Pounds  :  Fo'ands 

Tomatoes   :  28,74:7,529  :  33,113,219 

Eggplant   :  996,723  :  2,424,297 

Peppers   ;  837,819  :  1,693,841 

Okra  ...   :  617,688  :  731,504 

Lima  beans   :  2,012,262  :  4,840,393 

Potatoes    396,633  :  298,937 

Cucijsibers   :  1,052,470  :  1,667,100 

Others   :  239,810  :  191,455 

Total   :  '    34,900,934  f  44,960,746 


Coiapiled  fvorn.  ships  ncnifests  by  the  National  Bureau  of  Statistics 
(unofficial)  Habana.    Figures  represent  gross  vreights. 

E^rport  regulations  :    The  Cuban  Department  of  Agriculture  by 
Decree-Law  No,  546  of  Docer.^ber  51,  1935,  is  authorized  "to  regulate 
the  exportation  of  all  products  of  the  soil",  according  to  Consul 
W.  N.  Yv'almsley,  Jr.  at  Habana.    Specifically  this  Decree-Law  authorizes 
the  Socrotary  of  Agriculture  to  regulate  the  sowing,  harvesting,  selec- 
tion, classification,  packing,  and  marking  of  products  of  the  soil,  and 
to  issue  certificates  rogrvding  size,  quality,  and  sanitary  condition. 
The  Secretary  is  also  ompov.'orod  to  regulate  transportation,  refrigera- 
tion, and  other  operations  affecting  the  export  trade  in  fruits,  vege- 
tables and  other  agricult^jral  products.    Substantial  penalties  may  be 
imposed  to  put  teeth  into  any  regulations  which  may  eventually  be 
adopted.    About  90  percent  of  the  exports  from  Cuba  are  agricultural 
products. 

Tliis  legislation,  it  is  understood,  was  adopted  primarily  to  per- 
mit the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  to  lay  down  regulations  governing  the 
export  trade  with  the  United  States  of  Cuban  fruits  and  vegetables.  Dur- 
ing the  sumraer  of  1935  the  Association  of  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Growers 
cjid  Exporters,  which  includes  practically  every  important  grower  and 
trader  engaged  in  the  Cuban  fruit  and  vegetable  business,  presented  a  pro- 
ject of  regulations  covering  various  fruits  and  vegetables,  which  were 
based  to  a  large  extent  upon  official  st.andards  of  the  United  States  De- 
partment of  Agriculture,  to  the  Cuban  Agriculture  Department  for  incor- 
poration into  a  decree.    Th.c  legislation  in  question  will  now  m.ake  it 
possible  for  the  Cuban  Department  of  Agriculture  to  formulate  export 
standards  such  as  those  proposed  by  the  Association.    The  proposed  grad- 
ing and  packing  regulations  were  given  in  our  release  ES-V  106,  dated 
December  30, 
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FOREIGN  m\TS  ON-  VEGETABIZS 


Shiprricnts  of  Cuban- Vogotables  Declining 


Suiimar^A;    Exports  of  winter  vegctablos  from  Cuba  to  the  .'United 
States  in  February  totaled  13,621,455  pounds,  or  a  decline  of  5,700^,000^, 
pounds  f  roFi,  .the,  record  shipments  of  January,  according  to  a  communica- 
tion from  .Harold  S.  Tcv/cll,  American  Consul  at  Habana.    The  volume  will 
probably  decline  from  now  on  to  the  end  of  tho  season  in  .April*  Heavy 
rains  during  the  month  adversely  affected  all  winter  vegetable  .crops. 
Substantial  shipm.onts  of  tomatoes  are  expected  to  bo  made  during  March 
and  April  unless  further  crop  daiiiago  occurs. 

Movc'mont  to  date;    Up  to  the  end  of -Fcbru -^ry  there  had  boon  . a 
30  percent  increase  in  vegutablo  exports  from  Cuba  as  compared  with. the 
movement  during  the  sai?.o  period  last  season  (NoYcmber-February) .  "Bio 
total  movement  during  this  period 'has  totaled- 63,582,191  pounds  against 
49,279,664  in  the  scmo  months  last  season.    All  items  have  shown  an  in- 
crease.   Exports  of  tomatoes ■  amounted  to  44,393,633  pounds  against 
58,711;>49  last  season.     Shipments  of  lima  boa.ns  increased  to  6,003,125 
compared  with  2,970,732  in  the  corresponding  period  in  1934-35.  Other 
itom_s  of  importance  v/oro  eggplant,  green  peppers,  cucumbers,  okra  and 
potatoes.    Details  of  the  tr.-ide  arc  given  in  the  table  below. 


CUBA;    Exports  of  winter  voget.ablos  to  the  United  states 


Itm  \  1934-35  ;  1935-36 


:  Pounds  :  Pounds 

Tomatoes  ..,  :  38,711,549  :  44,393,633 

Lima  beans   ;  2,970,732  :  5,003,125 

Eggplant   :  2,219,565  :  4,942,513 

Green  peppers   :  2,083,926  :  5,863,117 

Cucumbers    :  1,593,329  :  2,237,309 

Okra  :  733,164  :  1,025,373 

Potatoes    609,206  :  827,340 

Others   :  307,693  289,931 

 Total  ..  49,279,664  :  63,582,191 


Compiled  by  Consul  rxarold  S.  Towoll  at  Habana. 


Exports  duriiif  Febru'.rj  trero  'mado  up  "larf  sly' of  tomatoes ,  eggplant  j 
peppers  and  liivia  li^:xn3  ,  The  tdi;al , moYor.nwnt  ror.chod  18,021,455  pounds  com- 
pared with  14 J 378, 730  pounds  in  February,  1935. 

Market  situ-.tion;    During,  the  first  half  of  February,  shipments  of 
■tomatoes  of  export  quality  from  the  first  crop  wore  completed;  shipments 
during  the  remainder  of  the  month  consisted  of  tomatoes  from  the  second 
crop.    On  the  whole,  prices  received  for  tomato  sViipmcnts  in  February  were 
better  than  the  average  prevailing  prices  in  the  previous  month,  although 
the  poor  quality  of  some  shipments  follov/ing  the  excessive  rain  storms 
about  the  middle  of  Februiry  tended  to  lower  the  average  price  level, 
according  to  Consul  Tewell,    The  prices- received  for  other  vegetables  sent 
to  American  markets  in  February,  with  the  exception  of  oggplant ,  also  arc 
stated  to  have  boon  as  high  or  higher  than  those  received  for  January  ship- 
ments, _ 

Heavy  rains  during  the  month  of  February  injured  all  crops,  d.amago 
to  tomatoes  being,  estimated  at  about  40  percent  of  the  'crop  remaining  un- 
harvested.  "  Although  the  seaconal  preferential  rates  of  duty  in  the  United 
States  on  Cuban  tom-atoes,  potatoes,  and  cucumbers  are  not '  applicable  after 
the  last  day  of  February,  substantial  shipmente  of  tomatoes  will  be  made 
to  American  markets  in  IvLarch  rdnd  -jLpril  unless  further  crop  d-amage  occurs, 
or  prices  decline  abruptly.    Exports  of  tomatoes  duriri^  March,  1935,  total- 
ed 9,878,372  pounds  '.nd  all  other  vcget.ibles  5 , 676 , 636 -pounds--.    The  most 
important  in  the  latter  group  were  eggplant,  peppers  and  lima  beans. 
Vthile  the  "Volume  of  cucumber  exports  henceforth  ttIII  be  small,  the  price 
of  potatoes  in  Cuba  and  the  United  States  is  stated  to  be  the  governing  fac 
tor  in  furthering  exports  of  that  vegi-table. 
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Vegetable  Exports  fron  Cuba  to  the  United  States  expected 
to  shov:  increase  in  19og-o7 


As  the  Cuban  winter  vegetable  crop  approaches  nat'urity  a  siorvey 
indicates  that  exports  to  the  United  States  of  the  leading  itens  during 
the  shipping  season,  bet-Teen  November  1,  1955,  and  April  30,  1937, 
will  total  approximately  2,215,000  packages,  representing  an  increase 
of  about  20  percent  over  record  exports  during  the  last  shipping  season, 
according  to  a  report  fron  Consul  liarold  S.  Towell  at  Habana.     The  month 
of  October  passed  without  severe  storras  that  at  times  prevail  during 
that  period  and  the  growing  season  so  far  has  been  characterized  by 
generally  favorable  conditions,     Kov:ever,  in  certain  sections  excessive 
rainfall  is  reported  to.  have  caused  some  damage  to  maturing  crops  and 
in  others  lack  of  moisture  has  retarded  growth.    Unfavorable  moisture 
conditions  and  dry  vdnds  are  two  damaging  factors  that  still  must  be 
considered  during  the  remainder  of  the  growing  season. 

Tomatoes ;     Tomatoes  are  the  most  important  commercial  winter 
vegetable  crop,  accomiting  for  approximately  55  percent  of  the  volijme  of 
all  vegetable  exports  from  Cuba  to  the  United  States  last  winter  and 
spring.     This  year  tomiato  plants  hfve  not  only  been  set  out  in  far  greater 
quantities  than  in  form^er  years  in  the  Provinces  of  rfebana  and  Pinar  del 
Rio,  but  the  growing  of  tomatoes  for  export  hr.s  been  extended  to  the 
province  of  S?inta  Clara, 


The  latter  province  heretofore  hns  produced  tom.atoes  suitable 
chiefly  for  the  dom.estic  market,  but  shippers  and  grov;ers  this  year  have 
combined  to  spread  the  crop  area  of  exportable  tomatoes,  in  the  expecta- 
tion that  crop  damage  from  storms  and  moistijre  conditions  v/ill  not  pre- 
vail in  each  of  the  provinces  in  question. 

The  first  shipment  of  tomatoes  to  the  United  States  from  this 
year's  crop  consisted  of  130  lugs  during  the  first  week  in  November. 
VJhile  a  substantial  quantity  of  tomatoes  is  stated  to  have  matured 
sufficiently  to  harvest  at  this  time,  for  the  most  part  the  earliest 
tomatoes  are  stated  to  have  been  so  badly  damaged  by  heavy  rains  that 
they  cannot  withstand  shipping  and  are  being  sold  locally  or  destroyed. 
In  districts  vjhere  rainfall  has  been  less  than  required,  tomatoes  will 
not  be  ready  for  harvesting  for  two  vjseks  or  more.    As  a  result  it  is 
not  now  anticipated  that  shipments  for  export  will  attain  much  volume 
until  after  November  20,    Exports  during  1956-37  (November  1  to  April  30) 
still  are  estimated  at  1,500,000  to  1,700,000  lugs  of  30  to  32  pounds 
net  weight,  as  com_psred  with  1,317,991  lugs  during  the  last  correspond- 
ing season. 
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Other  Vegetables:     Small  shipments  of  lima  beans  already  have  been 
made  to  the  United  States  from  this  year's  crop,  which  is  stated  to  be 
excellent.     An  increase  of  at  least  20  percent  in  shipments  is  anticipated, 
or  about  182,000  hampers  of  35  pounds  net  vjeight,  as  compared  with  151,282 
hampers  last  season. 

Until  the  seasonal  preferential  tariff  in  the  Ur^ited  States  becomes 
applicable  on  December  1,  Cuban  fresh  vegetable  exports  vjill  consist 
largely  of  lima  beans  and  some  tomatoes  and  okra.     Shipments  of  eggplant, 
peppers,  and  cucumbers  do  not  promise  much  volmie  until  early  in  December. 
Exports  of  eggplant  for  the  entire  season  now  are  not  expected  to  be  more 
than  the  172,672  crates  (each  of  50  pounds  net  vjeight)  sent  to  American 
markets  last,  winter.     Similarly,  shipments  of  okra  are  not  expected  to  ex- 
ceed the  total  movement  of  45,858  containers  .(35  pounds  net  weight)  sent 
to  northern  markets  last  season. 

The  green  pepper  crop,  however,  is  stated  to  be  excellent,  and 
total  exports,   it  is  now  anticipated,  may  roach  265,000  crates  of  45  pounds 
net  weight,  or  about  twice  the  volxirae  shipped  last  winter.     Present  indi- 
cations are  that  the  cucumber  crop,  produced  chiefly  on  the  Isle  of  Pines, 
will  bo  somewhat  less  than  a  year  ago  as  the  estimated  acreage  is  600  as 
compared  with  725  last  year.     Plantings  nay  be  slightly  increased,  however, 
as  the  season  advances.     Last  winter  49,962  crates  (r..vGrage  net  weight  50 
pounds)  v/ere  exported  to  the  United  States, 
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